
 
 

 

   
 

May 22, 2012 
 
Ex Parte Notice 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90; A National Broadband Plan for Our Future, 
GN Docket No. 09-51; Establishing Just and Reasonable Rates for Local Exchange Carriers, 
WC Docket No. 07-135; High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337; 
Developing a Unified Intercarrier Compensation Regime, CC Docket No. 01-92; Federal-
State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45; Lifeline and Link-Up, WC 
Docket No. 03-109; Universal Service Reform–Mobility Fund, WT Docket No. 10-208; Rules 
and Regulations Implementing the Truth in Caller ID Act of 2009, WC Docket No. 11-39 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
On Friday, May 18, 2012, Shirley Bloomfield, Chief Executive Officer, and the undersigned met 
on behalf of the National Telecommunications Cooperative Association (“NTCA”) with 
Commissioner Ajit Pai and Matthew Berry, Chief of Staff to Commissioner Pai, to discuss 
certain matters in the above-referenced proceedings.   
 
NTCA provided the attached materials in the meeting as an overview of NTCA’s member 
companies and the rural nature of the areas they serve. We discussed the substantial 
achievements of these companies to date in deploying broadband services in such remote areas, 
and their need for predictable and sufficient cost recovery mechanisms to sustain, upgrade, and 
expand these operations. 
 
Consistent with prior ex parte presentations also attached hereto, NTCA described its positions 
with respect to ongoing efforts to implement universal service and intercarrier compensation 
reforms adopted by the Federal Communications Commission (the “Commission”).  As outlined 
in these materials, NTCA urged the Commission to resolve the many questions still swirling with 
respect to implementation of the changes adopted last fall, and to take the time to evaluate 
through a data-driven process the impact of those changes once clarified and implemented on 
rural consumers and the fundamental objectives of universal service. 
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Finally, NTCA reported with respect to the recent completion of an additional project to test the 
rates of completion of long distance calls to both rural and non-rural areas.  NTCA noted that the 
test call project found that failures on calls destined for rural areas still far outpace (by 
approximately 13 times) those placed to non-rural customers, and that nearly a third of rural test 
lines experienced call failure rates in excess of twenty percent.  In light of such data, NTCA yet 
again encouraged the Commission to undertake investigation and rigorous enforcement of call 
blocking prohibitions, nondiscrimination requirements, and other provisions of applicable law, 
including but not limited to the Declaratory Ruling issued by the Wireline Competition Bureau in 
February 2012. 
 
Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, a copy of this letter is being filed via 
ECFS.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
  
       Sincerely, 
 
        /s/ Michael R. Romano 

Michael R. Romano 
Senior Vice President - Policy 

 
Enclosures 
 
cc:    Commissioner Ajit Pai 
 Matthew Berry 


















